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Int r oduct ion
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2 0 1 9  wa s  a  y e a r of ra is ing the  V M F  profile  us ing va rious  forms  of
me dia ,  c re a ting more  inte rna tiona l a nd loc a l a wa re ne s s  in a ddition to
improving a nd c ons truc ting ne w e nc los ure s  for the  we ll-be ing of the
monk e y s .
 
T he  ne w J A L a ma ngo s a ma ngo e nc los ure ,  C a ly ps o's  C orne r ( the  ne w
blind e nc los ure )  a nd S ic k ba y  e nc los ure  e x te ns ion we re  a ll c omple te d.
T he  la rge s t numbe r of V M F  E urope  e ve nts  we re  he ld in one  y e a r a nd
the  numbe r of v is itors  to the  s a nc tua ry  ha s  a ls o inc re a s e d by  fa r
whic h in turn he lps  e duc a te  a nd bring more  volunte e rs  in.
 
A ll the  goa ls  s e t for the  y e a r we re  a c hie ve d with the  e x c e ption of M a in
F e e d a re a  whic h will be  c omple te d ne x t y e a r.  T he  ta rge t for the
numbe r of he c ta re s  for the  V e rve t F ore s t ma y  ha ve  be e n a  little
optimis tic  in c onjunc tion with e ns uring the  re s t of the  V M F  goa ls  we re
me t.  U ne x pe c te d e ve nts  s uc h a s  the  tra gic  los s  of s ome  of the
monk e y s  on the  da y  of the  a bnorma l he a twa ve  c ha nge d our prioritie s
a nd foc us  but with tha nk s  to funds  a wa rde d by  I P P L  a t the  e nd of the
y e a r,  we  we re  a ble  to put a  bore hole  for a dditiona l wa te r on s ite  for
the  firs t time .
 
A  huge  tha nk  y ou to our loc a l a nd volunta ry  te a m who ha ve  re a lly
be e n c ommitte d to he lp the  V M F  e volve  a nd k e e p the  s ta nda rds  of
c a re  high.  O ur donors ,  fundra is e rs  a nd s upporte rs  we  a ppre c ia te
e ve ry  s ingle  one  of y ou who ha ve  ma de  a  big diffe re nc e  to the
monk e y s  this  y e a r.
 
S igne d
 
 
 
D a ve  D u T oit ( F ounde r,  D ire c tor)  &  J os ie  D u T oit ( D ire c tor,  R e ha bilita tor)
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Ar r ivals

 

2 7  ve rve t orpha ns  ( 3  of whic h we re  roa d a c c ide nt v ic tims ,  1
wa s  bitte n by  a  dog,  3  whos e  mothe rs  we re  s hot by  fa rme rs
a nd 1  blind ba by )
1  pa rtia lly  s ighte d juve nile  ve rve t ( L e e lo)
4  wild juve nile s  hit by  c a rs  ( a ll re le a s e d)
1  fe ma le  a dult bus hba by  ( N e ve )
2  forme r pe t juve nile s  ( R ile y  a nd M ik a )

I n 2 0 1 9 ,  we  we lc ome d 3 3  ne w a rriva ls  to the  V M F  ( 7  le s s  tha n
the  y e a r be fore ) ,  ma ny  of whom re quire d s pe c ia lis e d c a re :
 

 
B e ll a rr ive d a t the  V M F  in J a nua ry ,  blind in both e y e s .  S he  wa s
in inte ns ive  c a re  in D is ne y la nd for s e ve ra l months ,  whe re  s he
be frie nde d R e d ( he  wa s  the re  due  to his  brok e n a rm) .  B e ll le a rnt
to a s s oc ia te  a  be ll rung during fe e ding time  to c ome  a nd find he r
milk  bottle  ( he nc e  he r na me ) .  D ue  to B e ll's  blindne s s ,  it would be
diffic ult for he r to us e  the  fe e ding c a ge  s o ins te a d s he  wa s  fe d
by  ha nd whe n ringing the  be ll.  T his  wa y ,  s he  wa s  a ble  to bond
with a n e x pe rie nc e d fos te r mum S ha s ta  who ha s  ra is e d blind
orpha ns  be fore .  E nd of M a y ,  L e e lo a rrive d,  a  juve nile  gir l of 1 8
months  who is  pa rtia lly  s ighte d,  the re  we re  no de ta ils  of how this
ha ppe ne d.  L e e lo wa s  introduc e d to C uddy  who ha s  s ome  bra in
da ma ge  from be ing hit by  a  c a r.  T he y  bonde d ve ry  quic k ly  a nd
both s pe nt s ome  time  in a  s ma lle r a re a   firs t s o we  c ould s e e  he r
de ve lopme nt a nd s o L e e lo fe lt s a fe .  A fte r the  ne w blinds
e nc los ure  C a ly ps o's  C orne r wa s  built,  C uddy  a nd L e e lo we re
introduc e d to S ha s ta ,  B e ll a nd J a y -B e e  a nd the y  we re  a c c e pte d
in the  little  troop.
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Releases
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W he ne ve r pos s ible  a nd a ppropria te ,  the  V M F  re le a s e s  wild
monk e y s  ba c k  to the ir  own troops  a fte r re c ove ring.  W he n wild
monk e y s  a re  brought to the  V M F ,  we  re c ord the  da y ,  time  a nd
loc a tion the y  we re  found s o tha t the  te a m c a n e ve ntua lly  re turn
to find the  fa mily  troop.  
 
W e  a re  una ble  to re le a s e  orpha ns  ba c k  to the ir  troop a s  the y
re quire  the ir  mothe r’s  milk  to s urvive .  U nfortuna te ly ,  e x -pe ts  a re
a ls o unre le a s a ble  a s  the y  ha ve  no wild troops  a fte r s o ma ny
y e a rs  liv ing in c a ptiv ity .
 
I n 2 0 1 9 ,  the  te a m wa s  a ble  to re le a s e  4  injure d ve rve ts  ba c k  to
the ir  wild troops  a fte r the y  re c ove re d.  O ne  of the m wa s  M ic k i,  a
one  y e a r old gir l.  I n J une  s he  wa s  found ne x t to a  roa d jus t
outs ide  of T z a ne e n with a  c onc us s ion,  pre s uma bly  be ing hit by  a
c a r.  S he  re c ove re d quic k ly  a nd s howe d no s igns  of pe rma ne nt
da ma ge .  U rba nus ,  H e rbie  a nd N e mo,  a ll boy s  be twe e n one  a nd
two y e a rs ,  ha d s imila r ba c k grounds  a nd we re  a ble  to re c ove r due
to the  ha rd work  of the  s ic k ba y  te a m.  A ll four we re  re unite d
ha ppily  with the ir  fa milie s  ba c k  in the  wild.
 
M onk e y s  tha t a re  una ble  to be  re le a s e d a re  k e pt ons ite  a nd a re
inte gra te d into s oc ia l groups .  T he s e  ons ite  troops  a llow monk e y s
to form s oc ia l bonds  a nd live  in s pa c ious  e nc los ure s  with
indige nous  bus h.  T he  V M F  is  c urre ntly  work ing towa rds  the
V e rve t F ore s t,  to one  da y  re le a s e  re ha bilita te d troops  into a
muc h la rge r,  prote c te d,  indige nous  fore s t.
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Fost er  Mums
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T he  V M F  fos te r mum progra mme  is  we ll-e s ta blis he d,  e na bling
ve rve t orpha ns  to live  in indige nous  bus h,  s imula ting the ir  na tura l
ha bita t s urrounde d by  e le c trifie d fe nc ing.  T he y  live  with groups  of
up to 5 0  monk e y s  a nd from a s  y oung a s  3  months  old.  A s  e a rly  a s  6
we e k s  old,  the  orpha ns  ha ve  no huma n inte ra c tion a fte r the y  ha ve
le a rnt how to us e  the  milk  fe e ding c a ge ,  a ll the  c a re  is  give n from
monk e y  fos te r mums .  T his  e ns ure s  the  le a s t pos s ible  tra uma  for the
orpha n a nd e ns ure s  the y  form c los e  bonds  within the  troop from a n
e a rly  a ge  ma inta ining the ir  inhe re nt fe a r of huma ns  onc e  in a  troop.
 
T he  fos te r mum progra mme  c ontinue d in 2 0 1 9 ,  e na bling 2 5  orpha ns
to live  a  more  na tura l life  in 1 0  troops  ( G olia th,  E nge ltjie ,  S k row,
J a me s ,  D ino &  D a nie l,  G loba l,  S A A V ,  K ok o,  G is mo,  R obe rt a nd
C a ly ps o's  C orne r.  T his  y e a r R obe rt troop wa s  us e d for the  firs t time
a s  pa rt of the  fos te r mum progra mme .  W e  did los e  one  orpha n D ix ie
s hortly  a fte r s he  we nt out into the  troop with he r fos te r mum.  T he re
wa s  a  fight be twe e n ma le s  whe re  s he  s us ta ine d s e ve re  injurie s  tha t
c ouldn't re c ove r de s pite  a ll the  e fforts  a nd c a re  from the  te a m.
 
R e ha bilita ting orpha ns  this  y oung into s oc ia l troops  e na ble s  the m to
ma inta in the ir  inhe re nt fe a r of pe ople  a nd e ns ure s  the  be s t pos s ible
outc ome  for the m to live  in a  wilde r s ta te .
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Int egr at ion
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2 5  orpha ns  we re  s uc c e s s fully  inte gra te d with fos te r mums  in
1 0  e nc los ure s .  
P e dro a nd H a rmony  we re  inte gra te d in H olt a nd B a rrington
E nc los ure .
L e e lo joine d C a ly ps o's  C orne r the  ne w a re a  for the  blinds .
C e dric  wa s  inte gra te d into G is mo T roop a nd S uz ie  a lre a dy
s ta rte d me e ting the  G is mo monk e y s .
Z e a  joine d M a ngo a nd J e s s e  in J A L a ma ngo E nc los ure
S pie ge l wa s  re unite d in with G loba l troop in the  ne w more
s e c ure  e nc los ure .
S k row T roop we lc ome d e x -P e t R ile y  a nd gre e te d e x -pe t M ik a
with no doubt of he r inte gra tion in the  c oming y e a r

3 2  monk e y s  we re  s uc c e s s fully  inte gra te d into s oc ia l groups .  
 

 
T he  founda tion inte gra te s  indiv idua l monk e y s  into s oc ia l groups
for the ir  own be ne fit,  a s  s oc ia l e nric hme nt is  ne c e s s a ry  for
prima te s .  W ith troop inte gra tions ,  the  s ingle  monk e y  ge ts
a c qua inte d with the  troop through a  la rge  introduc tion c a ge  on
the  s ide  of the  e nc los ure ,  monitore d c los e ly  by  the  inte gra tion
te a m.  O nc e  the  monk e y  is  c onfide nt with indiv idua ls  in the  group,
the y  a re  re le a s e d into the  troop.  T he  te a m c ontinue s  to monitor
the  monk e y  until the y  de mons tra te  tha t the y  a re  c omforta ble
within the  troop.   
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Vet er inar ians
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D ja ngo a rrive d with a  brok e n a rm,  R e d with a  brok e n c la vic le
upon a rriva l.  B oth a re  now liv ing in G loba l troop with good
mobility .
P ongo ha d a  punc ture  wound in the  c he s t a fte r fights  in the
troop.  H e  ha d s titc he s  a nd he a le d up quic k ly .
M a rc e l a rrive d with a  s wolle n ja w a fte r be ing s hot.  L a te r,  x -
ra y s  re ve a le d a  s e ve re  bone  infe c tion with no c ha nc e  of
re c ove ry  a s  his  bone  s truc ture  ha d de te riora te d too fa r try ing
to live  s o long in the  wild.

I n 2 0 1 9  the  V M F  we lc ome d ba c k  A me ric a n V e te rina ria n D r.
C he ry l C hooljia n,  D V M  for the  va s e c tomy  s e a s on in A ugus t /
S e pte mbe r.  C he ry l c omple te d 1 8  va s e c tomie s  a nd 1  e nuc le a tion
( e y e  re mova l) ,  a s  we ll a s  a utops ie s  from s e ve ra l of our de c e a s e d
monk e y s .  C he ry l ga ve  a  pre s e nta tion on pa ra s ite s  a nd he lpe d
s ome  of the  V M F  te a m with pa ra s ite  de te c tion for the  troop
monk e y s .  V olunte e r N a ta c ha  B e rthon he lpe d with os te opa thy  on
s e ve ra l monk e y s  to improve  the ir  mobility  a nd he lp va rious
c onditions .  I n a ddition to the  routine  proc e dure s ,  a  numbe r of
monk e y s  re quire d loc a l ve te rina ry  inte rve ntion:
 

 
S e ve ra l monk e y s  pa s s e d a wa y  a fte r c hronic  ill he a lth.  T he  mos t
promine nt one  ha s  be e n F orre s t G ump,  who a rrive d de a f with
s ome  bra in da ma ge  but live d s uc c e s s fully  in D & D  troop for ma ny
y e a rs .  T his  y e a r,  the  initia l tra uma  from his  y outh c a ught up with
him a nd his  mobility  re duc e d ra pidly  a nd his  bone s  s ta rte d
fus ing.  H e  pa s s e d a wa y  s urrounde d by  the  pe ople  who love d a nd
c a re d for him.  
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Heat st r ok e
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T he  y e a r 2 0 1 9  ha s  be e n a  y e a r of c lima te  prote s ts  with a  lot of
me dia l a tte ntion to the  c lima te  c ris is .  H e re ,  a t the  V M F ,  we  ha ve
fa c e d c lima te  c ha nge  firs t ha nd with s e ve re  droughts ,  longe r dry
pe riods  a nd le s s  ra infa ll.  2 0 1 9  ha s  be e n the  wors t s o fa r ,  with
te mpe ra ture s  in O c tobe r a bove  4 0  de gre e  C e lc ius  for
c ons e c utive  da y s .
 
O n 2 8 th O c tobe r,  tra ge dy  s truc k ,  the  a ir  te mpe ra ture  during more
tha n one  hour ra is e d up to a n a bnorma l 5 3  de gre e s  c e lc ius ,  with
a  hot bre e z e ,  a s  if y ou would be  tra ppe d in a  ove n with a  fa n on.
D ue  to dry  s e a s on ( whic h is  c ons ide re d winte r in S outh A fric a ) ,
the re  wa s  no gre e n folia ge  to k e e p it c ool due  to the  s e ve re
drought.  D e s pite  s he lte r a nd a c c e s s  to fre s h wa te r,  s e ve ra l
monk e y s  pa s s e d out a nd c onvuls e d with he a t e x ha us tion a nd
s e ve re ly  ove rhe a te d within minute s .  A lthough the  te a m,  inc luding
loc a l s ta ff,  volunta ry  s ta ff a nd volunte e rs ,  did e ve ry thing
pos s ible ,  we  los t 2 1  monk e y s  tha t da y  or the  following da y  with
he a lthy  ma le s  in the ir  prime  y e a rs  be ing mos t e ffe c te d.  W e  we re
a ble  to s a ve  four in non-s top c ritic a l c a re  work ing a round the
c loc k :  E mma  from E nge ltjie ,  M is c hie f from G loba l troop,  Z a rdo
from K ok o troop,  a nd C e dric  from G is mo troop who a re  a ll doing
fa nta s tic  now.  
 
A s  a  c ontinge nc y  pla n,  we  ha ve  built e ve n more  s he lte rs ,  we  a re
going to pla nt e ve rgre e n tre e s  in troops  ne x t y e a r to provide
na tura l s he lte r,  a ll troops  a nd intro c a ge s  ha ve  a dditiona l s a lt
a nd re hy dra tion whe n the  te mp re a c he s  a bove  3 5 C  a nd a re  e ve n
more  c los e ly  monitore d with a  s pe c ia l s hift a ll da y .
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Maint enance
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C omple tion of ne w toile ts  a nd s howe rs  in V olunte e r V illa ge
M ove d a round s e ve ra l introc a ge s  be twe e n troops
A dde d one  ne w c a bin in S ta ff V illa ge
M a s s ive  L a nta na  e ra dic a tion a round troop e nc los ure s
L a rge  inc re a s e  in numbe r of s he lte rs  for e nc los ure s
C ons truc tion of J A L a ma ngo S a ma ngo E nc los ure
C a ly ps o's  C orne r for the  blind monk e y s  built
S ic k ba y  E nc los ure  e nla rge d a nd re na me d to G loba l W ork  a nd
T ra ve l ( G loba l for s hort)
N e w tunne l in be twe e n D & D  introc a ge s  ins ta lle d
S uns hine  outdoor c a ge s  built a nd c onne c te d to S ic k ba y
S ta rt c ons truc tion of ne w M a in fe e d a re a
S ta rt c ons truc tion of a  ne w s howe r bloc k  a t E duc a tion C e nte r
D rille d a  bore  hole  1 4 5 m de e p to e x tra c t wa te r from the
unde rground,  he nc e  s e c uring a dditiona l wa te r s upply  for the
founda tion

O ur loc a l s ta ff a nd volunte e r te a m k e pt ve ry  bus y  with building
a nd ma inte na nc e  ons ite .  W e  we lc ome d our firs t ma inte na nc e
volunta ry  s ta ff to a s s is t our loc a l te a m with e x pa ns ion proje c ts .
S ome  of our proje c ts  inc lude :
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St af f  and Int er ns
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M a uro S trume ndo ( V e ga n c he f) ,  E mma  D e be rs a que s  ( M e ds ) ,
J ulie  de  B oe c k  ( M e ds  a nd s ic k ba y ) ,  B ob B e rtholon ( V e ga n
c he f) ,  O live r G old ( top s e c tion te mpora ry  s ta ff) .  N e w long te rm
volunta ry  s ta ff a re  J a mie  H oly e r ( V e ga n c he f) ,  L a ura  Q uinn
( S ic k ba y ) ,  S te pha nie  B ue k e nhoudt ( M iddle  s e c tion s ta ff)   E llie
P a ndolfi ( B a by  mum) ,  N oa m B e ny uone s  ( M e ds  a nd c ritic a l
c a re ) ,  H a drie n F a vre  ( M a inte na nc e  a nd drive r) ,  M a rk  A s hc roft
( A nima l M a na ge r) .
H a na  B ruge r wa s  promote d to S a nc tua ry  M a na ge r.
F rom 7  inte rns ,  2  we re  re turning volunte e rs ,  he lping in the
a re a s  for s e c tion work ,  ba by  c a re  a nd inte gra tion.
 

I n 2 0 1 9 ,  the  V M F  took  on a  la rge r volunta ry  s ta ff te a m,  e na bling
the  founda tion to ge t more  done .  E normous  tha nk s  to a ll of our
loc a l a nd volunta ry  s ta ff a nd inte rns .
 
D ue  to c ha lle nge s  with v is a s ,  we  a ppointe d 5  volunta ry  s ta ff for
s hort- te rm.  W e  a ls o hire d 7  ne w long-te rm volunta ry  s ta ff.  1 0  of
the  1 2  s ta ff pos ition we re  fille d with re turning volunte e rs  or
inte rns .

W e  c ontinue d to inc orpora te  tra ining s e s s ions  for s ta ff a nd
inte rns  in e a c h monthly  s ta ff me e ting.  T he  s ta ff a ls o re c e ive d a
firs t a id tra ining,  M e ga n,  H a na  a nd S a mi a c c omplis he d firs t a id
c ours e  le ve l I I .
 
O ur L oc a l S ta ff te a m c ontinue d to be  le d by  the  e ve r-s miling
L oc a l S ta ff M a na ge r I nnoc e nt M a huwa  who ha s  a wa rde d his
le a rne rs '  lic e ns e s  a nd will s oon s ta rt driv ing hims e lf.  
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 Volunt eer ing
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T he  V M F  be lie ve s  in e thic a l volunte e ring a nd a ims  to c ontinue
de ve loping the  volunte e r e x pe rie nc e  a t the  founda tion.  T ha nk
y ou to a ll the  e thic a l volunte e ring orga nis a tions  e ns uring the re
a re  a lwa y s  pe ople  to he lp the  V M F  c ontinue  its  work .
 
1 3 3  volunte e rs  a rrive d a t the  V M F  in 2 0 1 9  from 1 8  diffe re nt
c ountrie s ,  the  top five  be ing from F ra nc e ,  G e rma ny ,  U K ,  U S A
a nd B e lgium.  4 5 %  of volunte e rs  book e d dire c tly  through V M F
a nd a t pe a k  s e a s on we  hous e d 4 2  volunte e rs ,  with s e ve ra l
e x te nding the ir  s ta y .  A n a dditiona l 2 4  volunte e rs  ha ve  re turne d
or a re  re turning ( 1 2  for s ta ff a nd inte rn pos itions ) .  
 
W e  c ontinue  offe ring s hort- te rm volunte e ring ( from 1 /2  da y -3
da y s )  with gre a t s uc c e s s .  5  s hort- te rm volunte e rs  we re  a ble  to
e x pe rie nc e  life  a t the  founda tion a nd a s s is t with da ily  c a re  giv ing
a c tiv itie s .  
 
T he  building of ne w s howe rs  a nd toile ts  in the  V olunte e r v illa ge
improve d the  hy gie ne  a nd c onve nie nc e  for volunte e rs .
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Vis it or s
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F ire s  -  in 2 0 1 9  we  ba c k  burne d the  pe rime te r in orde r to pre ve nt
bus h fire s  re a c hing the  founda tion -  with s uc c e s s .
 
S e c urity  –  the re  wa s  one  ins ta nc e  of pe tty  the ft a nd bre a k - ins  in
2 0 1 9  ( lowe r tha n the  pre vious  y e a r) .  O ne  wa s  pre ve nte d by  loc a l
s ta ff S y dwe ll's  night pa trol.  T he  V M F  ha s  ins ta lle d pa nic  buttons
in a ddition to the  a la rms  tha t a re  a lre a dy  the re .  T he s e  buttons
work  a ll a c ros s  the  founda tion to e ns ure  c ontinue d s a fe ty  of the
te a m a nd the  founda tion.  T he  a la rm s y s te m is  s tr ic tly  te s te d
e ve ry  month.
 
T immy  a nd G e orge  ( D a ve ’s  dogs )  c ontinue  to a c t a s  wa tc h a nd
gua rd dogs  a long with loc a l s ta ff on night pa trol to k e e p s ta ff a nd
volunte e rs  s a fe .

Secur it y

2 0 0  loc a l a nd inte rna tiona l v is itors  a rrive d for guide d tours  to
le a rn a bout the  monk e y s  ( this  wa s  a  6 3 %  inc re a s e  in numbe rs
from the  pre vious  y e a r) .  C A R E ,  a  ba boon s a nc tua ry  ne a rby  a ls o
vis ite d with a  c ouple  of volunte e rs  on a  fe w oc c a s ions .
 
A n inte rn re s e a rc he r a rrive d to ta k e  s ome  non- inva s ive  ha ir
s a mple s  from the  monk e y s  to c re a te  a  S outh A fric a n fie ld guide
photo book  of ha ir  follic le s  from differe nt s pe c ie s .
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I t ha s  be e n a  fa nta s tic  y e a r for the  V M F  c onc e rning me dia
outre a c h.  T he  y e a r s ta rte d good with the  P odc a s t T a l k i n g
A n i m a l s  with D unc a n S tra us s  fe a turing D a ve  on J a nua ry  9 th.
T he  A me ric a n ra dio podc a s t ta lk e d not only  a bout the  monk e y s
a nd the  re ha bilita tion progre s s ,  but a ls o a bout ve ga nis m a nd
volunte e ring opportunitie s .  
S hortly  a fte r,  on F e brua ry  4 th,  J os ie  dis c us s e d with C a role
D a vie s -M a c I ntos h the  V e rve t F ore s t proje c t a s  a  re turning gue s t
on the  C a na dia n podc a s t A n i m a l  V o i c e s  V a n c o u v e r ,  followe d by
the  A n i m a l s  T o d a y  R a d i o  s how on F e brua ry  2 7 th.  
 
A nothe r big proje c t throughout the  y e a r wa s  the  filming for the
ne w C ha nne l 4  s e rie s  W o r k  o n  th e  W i l d  S i d e .  W a dde ll M e dia  
 s e nt the ir  film c re w on a  numbe r of oc c a s ions  to film J os ie  a nd
M a rk 's  work  a t the  s a nc tua ry  a long with a  c ouple  of othe r s ta ff
me mbe rs  to highlight the  work  of the  V M F ,  following c los e ly  the
s torie s  of B e ll,  the  S a ma ngoe s  a nd orpha n D obby .  W e  will
a nnounc e  time  of a ir ing whe n c onfirme d.
 
T ha nk s  to the  U nbound P roje c t,  thre e  a rtic le s  we re  publis he d in
B ritis h ma ga z ine s  ( M y  W e e k ly ,  W oma n &  H ome  ma ga z ine ,  V e ga n
F ood &  L iv ing) ,  e x ploring J os ie 's  a nima l a dvoc a c y  work  with the
monk e y s  a nd he r de dic a tion to ma k e  a  diffe re nc e  in the ir  live s .  
 
I n mid N ove mbe r,  jus t be fore  ba by  s e a s on,  the  L e ta ba  H e ra ld,  a
loc a l ne ws pa pe r publis he d a n a rtic le  a bout monk e y s  a s
ne ighbours .  I t ga ve  a  ve ry  good ove rvie w of how to live
pe a c e fully  with monk e y s  in y our ne ighbourhood.
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Ver vet  For est
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T he  V e rve t F ore s t is  be c oming more  we ll-k nown a round the
globe  a nd c ontinue s  to a ttra c t s upport for the  founda tion a nd the
V e rve t F ore s t v is ion.  
 
I n 2 0 1 9  we  ha d 7  doc ume nta ry  s c re e nings  whic h is  le s s  tha n the
y e a r be fore  due  to the  de ma nd of s tre a ming pos s ibilitie s .  F or
ne x t y e a r,  we  will look  into othe r options .  
 
V e rve t F ore s t D ire c tor,  K y le  S a la z a r be ga n the  third s e a s on of
the  V e rve t F ore s t Y outube  S e rie s  be fore  re turning ba c k  to his
home  c ountry  U S A .  A  big tha nk  y ou to K y le  for his  phe nome na l
work  in s upporting the  V M F 's  v is ion,  ga ining a  la rge  following for
the  V M F  a nd for he lping the  V e rve t F ore s t v is ion grow.
 
T he  Y outube  s e rie s ,  howe ve r,  c ontinue s  with a ll s ta ff a nd
volunte e rs  c olle c ting foota ge  a nd e diting by  H a drie n F a vre  with
D a ve 's  s oothing voic e  for the  voic e ove r -  with gre a t fe e dba c k .  
 
A s  of D e c e mbe r 3 1 s t,  2 7  indiv idua ls  a nd orga nis a tions  ra is e d
1 , 0 0 0  G B P  for one  he c ta re  of fore s t,  e a rning the ms e lve s  a  bric k
on our V e rve t F ore s t W a ll a nd the re  wa s  a  la rge  inc re a s e  in the
numbe r of monthly  donors .
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I n M a y  we  re c e ive d c ompla ints  from a  H igh S c hool in P olok wa ne ,
tha t monk e y s  ge t into the  c la s s rooms  a nd tha t the y  a tta c k
c hildre n for the ir  food during lunc h bre a k .  U pon furthe r
inve s tiga tion by  R e ntia  it wa s  c le a r the  proble m wa s  le ft-ove r
food on the  pla y ground a nd a round the  s c hool.  O nc e  s tude nts
a nd s ta ff s toppe d fe e ding the  monk e y s ,  inc luding not le a ving
food out,  pic k ing up litte r,  ma k ing bins  monk e y  proof,  a nd c los ing
doors  a nd windows ,  the  is s ue  wa s  quic k ly  re s olve d.
 
T owa rds  the  e nd of our winte r we  we re  invite d to ta lk  a t the
M os a ic  E duc a tion C e ntre  in P olok wa ne .  A s  pa rt of the ir
c urric ulum wildlife  a s  a  the me ,  it wa s  a n honour a nd joy  to te a c h
the s e  c hildre n a bout monk e y s  a nd how to live  with the m in
ha rmony .  W e  ha ve  a ls o re c e ive d a  ge ne rous  dona tion of hot
wa te r bottle s ,  bla nk e ts ,  wa te r bowls ,  uns a lte d s e e ds  a nd nuts .
 
T his  y e a r the re  we re  a ls o two vis its  to s c hools  in B e lgium,  whe re
a  pre s e nta tion wa s  give n a nd the  V e rve t F ore s t movie  s c re e ne d.
I n one  of the  s c hools  V M F  ha d a  s ta nd whe re  me rc ha ndis e  wa s
s old.  A fte r a  pre s e nta tion in a nothe r s c hool,  the  s tude nts
orga niz e d a  C hris tma s  fundra is e r for the  V M F .
 
T he  V M F  e duc a tion progra m re a c he s  fa r be y ond the  ordina ry
c la s s room.  P a mphle ts  a re  dis tr ibute d not only  in T z a ne e n a nd
P olok wa ne  but a s  fa r  a s  P re toria ,  J oha nne s burg,  H oe ds pruit,
L e ts ite le  a nd the y  c a n e ve n be  found in the  K ruge r N a tiona l
P a rk .  T he  loc a l S P C A  a ls o he lps  us  out in this  re ga rd a nd ha ve
s ome  in the ir  book s hop in town.
 

19



31



Out r each
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2 0 1 9  wa s  a  bus y  y e a r in re ga rd of outre a c h progra ms .  T he  firs t
e ve nt we  pa rtic ipa te d wa s  in J oha nne s burg a t C a s a linga  I ta lia n
R e s ta ura nt/V e nue .  A t the ir  c ha rity  e ve nt the y  ra is e d mone y  for
diffe re nt a nima l orga nis a tions  through food a nd gift s ta lls  a s  we ll
a s  live  mus ic  from fa mous  ba nds  lik e  A rno C a rs te ns ,  A rd
M a tthe ws ,  T he  P a rlotone s .  T he  V M F  a ls o a tte nde d P a ws  for
L ove  in J oha nne s burg a re a .
 
T he  M a goe ba s k loof F a rms ta ll is  a  loc a l c a fe  in M a goe ba s k loof
M ounta ins  whe re  the y  now s e ll V M F  me rc ha ndis e  in the ir  s hop
a nd ha nd out V M F  pa mphle ts  with a  gre a t outre a c h.  T he  owne rs
s ha re  V M F 's  love  for ve rve ts  a s  we ll a s  s a ma ngo monk e y s  who
a re  liv ing high up in the  tre e  c a nopie s  a bove  the  s hop.
 
T wo ve ga n food s ta lls  we re  ra n,  the  firs t be ing a t the  A nnua l
E be ne z e r mile ,  the  s e c ond a  food s ta ll a t the  ve ry  firs t M a goe ba
P lunge  M a ra thon orga nis e d by  the  R ota ry  C lub.  I t is  e x tre me ly
importa nt to be  involve d with loc a l public  e ve nts ,  not only
for e duc a tion purpos e s  but it a ls o he lps  ge t v is itors  to the
s a nc tua ry ,  food dona tions  from fa rme rs  a nd notific a tions  a bout
monk e y s  k e pt ille ga lly  a s  pe ts .
 
O ur la s t e ve nt for the  y e a r wa s  a t the  E ila nd  H olida y  R e s ort jus t
outs ide  of L e ts ite le .  T his  ta lk  me a nt V M F  re a c he d a  la rge
c ommunity  of  fa rme rs ,  -  the  orpha n ba bie s  prima rily  c ome s  from
fa rms  whe re  the y  a re  ofte n s hot.  T he y  ha d ple nty  of que s tions  on
how to live  in ha rmony  with monk e y s ,  a bout monk e y  be ha viour
a nd the  role  monk e y s  pla y  in a gric ulture  a nd na ture .
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2 0 1 9  wa s  a  good y e a r whe n it c ome s  to E urope a n E ve nts .  H ilde
O lbre c hts  ( V M F  E urope  E ve nts  C o-ordina tor)  wa s  mos tly
re s pons ible  for the  V M F  pa rtic ipa ting in 1 7  ve ga n e ve nts
inc luding B e lgium,  G e rma ny ,  I re la nd,  T he  N e the rla nds ,  S pa in
( for the  firs t time )  a nd L ux e mbourg.  T he  V M F  ha s  be e n a ble  to
re ly  on a  s ma ll te a m of volunte e rs  to he lp with the s e  e ve nts .
M os t of the  e ve nts  we re  a  s uc c e s s  whe n look ing a t s a le s  of
me rc ha ndis e  a nd a ttra c ting volunte e rs .  W e  a ls o re a c he d out to
quite  a  lot of pote ntia l volunte e rs  of whic h s ome  ha ve  a lre a dy
be e n in c onta c t with the  V M F  to e nquire  or to book  the ir  s ta y .
T he  e ve nts  ha ve  be e n a n e s s e ntia l pa rt of s pre a ding a wa re ne s s
a c ros s  E urope  a nd e nc oura ging pe ople  to ge t involve d.  
 
 G E R M A N Y
1 2 /0 1   T ie rre c hts T a g/T ie rbe fre iungs T a g ( B oc hum)
2 0 /0 1   V e ga ne r M itbring-B runc h ( F ra nk furt)
0 8 /0 6   V e ga n S tre e t D a y s  ( S tuttga rt)
0 3 /0 8   V e ga n S tre e t D a y s  ( D ortmund)
  
 I R E L A N D
1 4 /0 4   I r is h V e ga n F e s tiva l ( B e lfa s t)
  
 L U X E M B O U R G
5 -8 /0 9   I A R C  2 0 1 9  ( E s c h-s ur-A lz e tte )
 
 N E T H E R L A N D S
2 5 /0 3   V e rve t F ore s t S c re e ning ( A ms te rda m)
 
 S P A I N
2 5 /0 5   V e rve t F ore s t S c re e ning &  A nima l e ve nt,  with gue s t s pe a k e rs  from
S e a  S he phe rd &  P la y a  P a trol ( M ija s  C os ta )
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UK  E vent s

V M F  E v e n t  c o - o r d i n a t o r  S h e l l i e  R o b i n s o n  o r g a n i s e d  7
s t a l l s  a t  v e g a n  e v e n t s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  f o r m e r  v o l u n t e e r s
a n d  s t a f f  h e l p i n g  o u t ,  M a r k  a n d  J o s h  e v e n  r u n n i n g  s t a l l s
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  s u c c e s s  s p e a k s  f o r  i t s e l f .  L a u r a  Q u i n n
h a s n ' t  j u s t  b e e n  w o n  a s  v o l u n t e e r  w h o  e x t e n d e d  h e r  s t a y
m u l t i p l e  t i m e s ,  b u t  a l s o  r e t u r n e d  a s  s i c k b a y  s t a f f .  
 
 
 U K
2 3 /0 2   V e g a n  F e s t  H o r s h a m  ( H o r s h a m )
2 6 /0 2   V e g a n  c r e p e  p a r t y  ( H a c k n e y ,  L o n d o n )
2 6 & 2 7 /1 0   V e g f e s t  ( L o n d o n )
0 2 /1 1   V e g a n  W i n t e r f e s t  ( M a n c h e s t e r )
1 7 /1 1   V e g a n  F e s t i v a l  ( B r i g h t o n )
0 1 /1 2   V e g a n  W i n t e r  F e s t i v a l  ( P o r t s m o u t h )
0 8 /1 2    A n i m a l  A i d ' s  C h r i s t m a s  ( L o n d o n )
 
 
A  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  S h e l l i e  a n d  H i l d e  f o r  t h e i r
s u p p o r t !  B o t h  w o r k  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  a n d  o r g a n i s e
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  U K  a n d  i n  E u r o p e  i n  t h e i r  f r e e  t i m e  a s
v o l u n t a r y  h e l p .  
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W illia m L a ure nt a rrive d a t the  V M F  a s  V e ga n c he f in D e c e mbe r
2 0 1 7  for one  y e a r.  A s  a  profe s s iona l a nd e x tre me ly  ta le nte d fine
dining c he f,  he  impre s s e d e ve ry one  who ta s te d one  of his
inc re dible  c re a tions  -  e s pe c ia lly  his  s e ita n.  W ord of his  ta le nt
s pre a d with e a c h loc a l food s ta ll he  s e rve d a t,  c re a ting a  de ma nd
for the  firs t V M F  public  c ook ing c la s s .  
 
D uring the  U nbound P roje c t,  W ill ta ught loc a l s c hool c ook s  to
pre pa re  1 0 0 %  pla nt-ba s e d dis he s .  W ill c ha rme d the  c ook s  with his
humor,  s k ills ,  c ompa s s ion for a nima ls  a ll whils t e mbra c ing the ir
tra ditions  a nd c ulture s .  E ve n though his  c ook ing wa s  the  a ttr ibute
whic h wa s  mos t obvious ,  W ill's  ge ntle  but drive n na ture  with high
inte grity  e ntwine d with his  c a lm c ha ra c te r prove d him to be  a
va lue d a nd love d me mbe r of the  V M F  te a m.  W ill e njoy e d na ture ,
running a nd we nt for long hik e s  a s  ofte n a s  he  c ould in his  fre e
time .  W he n on s ite ,  he  wa s  mos t ofte n found in the  milk s  c a bin,
pre pa ring the  ba by  milk  for orpha ne d ba bie s .  
 
W ill's  de e p love  for a nima ls  s howe d whe n s c re e ning doc ume nta rie s
to promote  the  ve ga n life s ty le ,  but a ls o ra is ing a wa re ne s s  for
ha bita t los s  a nd the  uns e e n mira c le s  in the  s e a  whe re  he  live d for a
y e a r he lping S e a  S he phe rd.  H e  ma de  hims e lf a  na me  for his  big
love  of mulle ts  a nd ba na na gra m,  whic h he  would pla y  ofte n.
 
O ur fr ie nd a nd muc h love d c olle a gue  W ill pa s s e d a wa y  on 1 s t
A pril 2 0 1 9 ,  jus t 3 0  y e a rs  y oung.  W e  tha nk  W ill for his  uns toppa ble
c ompa s s ion a nd a c tiv is m for a nima ls  a long with his  drive  to ma k e
the  world go ve ga n.
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2 0 1 9  wa s  a  good y e a r,  with s e ve ra l fundra is e r throughout the
y e a r,  inc luding W illia m L a ure nt's  ve ga n c re pe  pa rty  in L ondon.
A fte r his  pa s s ing,  E dwa rd S ha rp ( middle  s e c tion) ,  A is a  C oc o
P e re z  ( bottom s e c tion) ,  N ic o le  F ra nc  ( inte gra tion) ,  T ra c e y  G re y
( inte gra tion)  a nd M e ga n S ta rk  ( s a nc tua ry  ma na ge r)  pa rtic ipa te d
in the  M a goe ba s k loof F a rm R un in J uly  2 0 1 9  ra is ing one  he c ta re
of la nd for the  V e rve t F ore s t in W ill's  me mory .  
 
R e nie r G roble r c re a te d a  ne w F ile  M a k e r P ro da ta ba s e  for the
V M F  a c c ording to the  s a nc tua ry 's  ne e ds  -  tha nk  y ou!
 

Gr ant s

G ra te fully  we  re c e ive d a  gra nt towa rds  ge ne ra l
funds  from I nte rna tiona l P rima te  P rote c tion
L e a gue  ( I P P L ) .  5 0 0 0  U S -D olla r we re  gra nte d to
be  us e d whe re  ne e de d.  T his  ga ve  us  the
opportunity  to drill a  bore  hole  to e x tra c t wa te r
from the  unde rground to s e c ure  our wa te r
s upply ,  c ove ring mos t of the  c os ts  through this
dona tion.  I P P L  ha s  be e n a  gre a t s upporte r in
the  pre vious  y e a r,  whe n c ontributing towa rds
our ne w offic e  building.  T ha nk  y ou,  I P P L .
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V M F  ha s  be e n a n a c tive  me mbe r of P a n A fric a n S a nc tua ry
A llia nc e   ( P A S A )  s inc e  F e brua ry  2 0 0 6 .  T he  P A S A  c ode  of
c onduc t re quire s  a ll me mbe rs  a nd s ta ff to e x hibit:
 
a )  a  c onc e rn for the  prima te s ,  b)  inte grity ,  c )  tra ns pa re nc y ,  d)
fa irne s s ,  e )  c ons c ie ntious ne s s ,  f)  profe s s iona lis m,  g)  pe rs ona l
a nd ins titutiona l c ommitme nt to c ons e rva tion.
 
T he  V M F  wa s  re pre s e nte d a t the  2 0 1 9  C ommunity
E nga ge me nt W ork s hop hos te d by  L ion R oc k  -  B ig C a t S a nc tua ry
in the  F re e  S ta te  by  D a ve  D u T oit a nd H a na  B ruge r in
N ove mbe r.  
A fte r the  work s hop,  K a itly n B oc k ,  A fric a  O pe ra tion M a na ge r,
v is ite d the  V M F  with he r fr ie nd K a tie  D y k e  for two da y s  a nd wa s
impre s s e d with the  de dic a tion of s ta ff,  work e rs  a nd volunte e rs .
 
T he  G loba l F e de ra tion of A nima l S a nc tua rie s  ( G F A S )  is
de dic a te d to the  s ole  purpos e  of s tre ngthe ning a nd s upporting
the  work  of a nima l s a nc tua rie s ,  re s c ue s ,  a nd re ha bilita tion
c e nte rs  worldwide .  I n O c tobe r 2 0 1 5 ,  the  V M F  wa s  the  firs t in
A fric a  to be  a c c re dite d.  
 
V M F  would lik e  to tha nk  P A S A  for providing s uc h informa tive  a nd
ins piring work s hops  a nd G F A S  for providing s ta nda rds  for
le gitima te  a nima l s a nc tua rie s .

.
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B e gin fundra is ing for the  S k unk e y  C ritic a l C a re  U nit
C ontinue  work ing towa rds  the  V e rve t F ore s t proje c t
P la nt 4 0  e ve rgre e n tre e s  to improve  s he lte r for the  monk e y s  in
dry  s e a s on
C ontinue  M a in F e e d s tora ge  a nd pre p a re a
C ontinue  a nd e x pa nd outre a c h a nd e duc a tion progra mme
I nc re a s e  numbe r of volunte e rs  throughout the  y e a r
S tre ngthe n s oc ia l me dia  a ppe a ra nc e
F inis h building a  ne w toile t a nd s howe r for priva te  c a bins
R e do a ll wa te r piping for more  e ffe c tive  wa te r tra ns porta tion
a nd utilis e  bore  hole  for e x tra c ting wa te r from the  unde rground
to s e c ure  wa te r for the  founda tion
P rofiling C a me lot troop
R e build S k unk e y  e nc los ure  fe nc ing for more  s e c urity
P a int volunte e r k itc he n a t the  c otta ge
C ontinue  inte gra tion of M ik a  to S k row troop,  a nd S uz ie 's  to
G is mo troop a long with a dditiona l inte gra tions .

T he  te a m is  e a ge r to c ontinue  with ma ny  of our ne w proje c ts
from 2 0 1 9  a nd ha s  big pla ns  for 2 0 2 0 :
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For more information please contact:
Vervet Monkey Foundation : PO BOX 415 : TZANEEN 0850 :
PLOT 35 : CALIFORNIA : TARENTAALRAND : LETSITELE :  
e-mail info@vervet.za.org


